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Students can expect to see some changes in the way in which they sign up for on-campus housing for next academic
year.

Starting with upcoming sign-ups, IUP will implement a lottery system as opposed to the first come, first serve free-for-
all used in previous years.

"It was a major, major problem," said Jenny Trimble Faught, assistant director of occupancy in the Office of Housing
and Residence Life. "There were way too many people trying to sign up at the same time because we had open sign-
ups."

Students will be emailed to their IUP email account letting them know when the lottery sign-ups are open. This form
will be used to fill out room preferences and any roommate requests. Students can choose up to three roommates,
but Faught warned students that that doesn't mean there will be any four-person rooms empty and available when
their turn is up.

"It all depends on how early you are in the process," she said, "and what timeslot you get put into, and what's been
taken up before you got on [URSA]."

Once students are signed up for the lottery, they will be given their number and status Nov. 9. The numbers will
correspond with a date and timeslot, with each timeslot being three hours. During that three-hour window is when

students will sign up for their rooms on URSA. Sign-ups will begin Nov. 10.

Only 100 students will be in each timeslot, in order to avoid the server crashes of last year.

"It was first come, first serve, so there was that sense of urgency where everyone wanted to get on right at the same
time," Faught said. "And then when they couldn't get on, they panicked."

Faught said the lottery solves two problems: If the demand for on-campus housing turns out to be higher than the
supply, the lottery acts as a way in which to randomly decide the people who will be able to sign up. It also breaks
people up so that there won't be an overload again.

There is a chance, she said, that everyone who wants to live on campus will receive a spot in the lottery. It depends on
how many people want sign up for it.

"We never used to have this problem because the demand was not high for living on campus after the first year
because we didn't have the suites," she said. But because of the addition of new suites in the past years, demand for

on-campus housing has increased.

A certain number of beds must also be held for freshman due to the residency requirement.

"There's a lot of variables that came into play when we decided what we were going to do with the process," she said.
"But we knew something had to change.

"Last year was really the worst possible thing that you could have imagined."

If a student is not selected for a timeslot, they will automatically be put on a waiting list.

"There's a very, very good chance we'll get to you on the wait list one or two weeks after we get through the time slots."

She also said there is a chance students from the waiting list could be selected for the last timeslot if some students
don't follow through with their sign ups.

Timeslots and signups will be monitored day by day, and all should be finished by Nov. 19 – the day before
Thanksgiving break.

There is a chance that students who had not intended to live off campus will be forced to do so – albeit a slim one.

"I would say the chances are very slim."

Last year, she said, there was of more than 600 people, all of whom were able to be placed in on-campus housing
due to cancellations, transfers and similar situations.

The OHRL will even allow more students to sign up for housing this year so that there will not be a large waiting list.
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According to Faught, there may not even be a waiting list. It all depends on how many students sign up.

If a student is on the waiting list, Faught suggests being patient and waiting for the residency office to contact you.

"I wouldn't panic and start looking for off-campus housing," she said. "We'll let you know if we think there's a chance
you would not get housing on campus.

"Chances are, we'll get through everybody."
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IUP students that work in restaurants prefer to utilize anti fatigue
mats when helping out in the kitchen, as the mats help them to
maintain their balance and work more efficiently.
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