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Students interested in graphic design had a chance to hear about
the real world from one of their recently graduated peers Friday
afternoon in the graphics lab of Sprowls Hall.

Ashley Golen, a 2010 graduate  of the IUP art department, spoke to
students about her job search, interviews, and the work she does at
both of her current jobs.

While she currently does freelance work for both American Eagle and
Branding Brand – a design company that works with clients – she
told students that jobhunting is not always an easy task.

"I'm not going to lie," she said. "Looking for a job right now is terrible.
It's literally a full-time job looking for a job right now."

The key? Reliability, she said.

"I'm reliable. I'm constantly checking e-mail, I'm working all the time, and if there's an emergency, I'm right there. You
have to be reliable."

Golen credited much of her success to what she learned in her time spent at IUP.

"I wouldn't be able to do what I do if I hadn't been here," she said. "I didn't learn everything I'm doing now from IUP, but I
wouldn't be able to do what I do without IUP."

She also said that her on-the-job learning experiences have been helpful as well.

"I've definitely gotten better at everything. You learn at an incredible rate when there's money on the line and a deadline.
You'll find that creative people have been in your shoes before and […] are willing to help you out."

Her work at Branding Brand has led to her work with a variety of clients, including Mario Lemuiex. She got to meet the
former hockey player after she worked on a design for his line of skates.

Right now, she said, she's working on a design for a hair transplant website.

"I've had to learn a lot about male pattern baldness," she said.

In addition, she has been working on the corporate designs for American Eagle.

"For corporate design, the best analogy is if someone came up to you with a jigsaw puzzle, you put it together, and they
said, ‘Yay, here's a pile of money.' They give me a disc full of images and say, ‘Go to town, whatever you think looks
good.'"

She also told students what it's like working in Pittsburgh, so close to where she's originally from.

"I knew I was coming out of school and wouldn't have any money. Some people specifically told me to get out,
Pittsburgh sucks, which is completely untrue."

While Golen is in the workforce now, she had her fair share of hardships throughout the job-search process. Including
printing her portfolio, resume, cover letter, and send it all out, she said she spent close to $1,400.

"Start saving your money now," she said. "Finding a job is a job in itself."
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IUP students that work in restaurants prefer to utilize anti fatigue
mats when helping out in the kitchen, as the mats help them to
maintain their balance and work more efficiently.
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