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Students and community members wishing to indulge an interest or
take up a new one can do so through IUP's Community University
Studies Noncredit Program.

The program offers a variety of classes, including Italian, Spanish,
basket weaving and pottery making.

"It's a program that's been here for a very long time," said Stephen
Anspacher, executive director of the Oiffice of Distance Learning and
Continuing Education.

Anyone can apply for the classes, be it students or community
members. Those interested are enrolled through the academic
system, not through URSA or the admissions office. The classes have fees and are taught mainly by faculty from the
community, though some are taught by IUP faculty members.

Classes are generally held on campus, though some – like fly fishing for beginners – are held out in the field,
Anspacher said. The start dates for classes vary, as do meeting dates, times and the number of class sessions.

The classes are not graded and don't affect students' transcripts or GPAs.

"It gives people the opportunity to stay engaged in an are in which they're interested in," Anspacher said, "or to get
involved in an area they don't know much about."

He said these types of classes were popular in the 1950s, but due to university budgets becoming smaller and
smaller, they've been going away.

"They're still around, but they're really a shadow of their former selves," he said.

Noncredit classes are offered in both fall and spring, and booklets containing class listings are typically mailed to
about 7,000 community members at the beginning of the semester.

Anspacher said the program has a devoted following amongst community members.

"We were late in mailing them out this semester," he said, "and we got emails and phone calls and letters from people
wanting to know where the books were.

"It's an important part of the university's presence within the community here. I think it's an important part of keeping
with the mission of the university being a shared partnership with the community."

Other classes available include creative card making, Middle Eastern dance, wines of Australia, how to knit and
American Sign Language. For a full list of classes or for more information, students should contact the Office of
Distance Education and Continuing Education.
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IUP students that work in restaurants prefer to utilize anti fatigue
mats when helping out in the kitchen, as the mats help them to
maintain their balance and work more efficiently.
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