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Lecture teaches students consequences of inner-city
violence
By MEGAN GUZA, Research Editor, M.S.Guza@iup.edu
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"Telling stories helps us figure out what things mean," John A. Rich told students who attended his lecture in
Eberly Auditorium Tuesday, April, 6.

Rich, a professor and department of health management and policy chairman at Drexel University,
presented his lecture, "Wrong Place, Wrong Time:  Trauma and Violence in the Lives of Young Black Men,"
based on his book of the same name.

"Who here knows someone who has been a victim of urban violence?" he asked the audience. "Have you
ever listened to their stories? How can we use their stories to understand their circumstances?"

An expert in urban violence, Rich's book follows the stories of several young black men who had been
victims of urban violence.

He shared the story of Maurice, who had gone to a party and was talking to a girl he met there. He then
found out her boyfriend had been there – after he'd been shot 10 times.
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