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Werner, Jenkins fire up students at Freshman
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"You and I both have something in common," said Interim President Dr. David Werner during Freshman Convocation
Sunday in Fisher Auditorium. "You and I both made wise choices in coming to IUP."

                  Werner greeted the class of 2014 by relating the fact that he too is starting anew at IUP.

                  Werner told students that they will be here longer than he will, but he might come back to watch them walk
across the stage in 2014.

                  "The trip would be short. By plane or train or car, just a few hours. Your trip, however, will be much longer."

                  IUP Council of Trustees member Raymond Edwards (senior, international business/economics) told
students how to get an Ivy League education at IUP.

                  "This," he said, holding up a hefty textbook, "is the calculus book they use at Harvard. And this," he said,
holding up the same book, "is the one used here at IUP."

                  Edwards encouraged students to take every opportunity possible while at IUP, even if they don't know exactly
what their goals are. He spoke of his changing career goals, which included becoming a pastor, a professor and,
eventually, an economist.

                  "I know I'm not the only one in my shoes," he said. "Choose the opportunities that align most closely with
your goals."

                  Dr. Melvin Jenkins, last year's keynote speaker, returned to the stage this year.  In his address, he asked
students to question the difference between information and inspiration. Throughout their years here, he told students,
they're asked to gather, analyze and store information.

                  "But really, what is the point of information?," he asked. "I believe there is more to this life than gathering
information."

                  "Information gets you smarter," Jenkins said. "Inspiration changes your world."

                  He concluded by daring students to get inspired.

                  Students took notice of Jenkins's words.

                  "It was wonderful," said Beth Nealley (senior, nursing), a CA. "[Convocation] has definitely improved over the
years."

                  Freshmen were also moved by the address.

                  "Jenkins preaches hell-fire," said Jasper Chmielewski (freshman, political science).

Jenkins's address received such enthusiastic applause that Dr. Bennet Rafoth, 2010-11 University Professor, was
prompted to invite Jenkins to be the keynote speaker at the class of 2015's Freshman Convocation.
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