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Dr. John C. Cavanaugh, PA State System of Higher Education chancellor, met with students, staff and faculty for an
open forum Tuesday in Eberly Alumni Auditorium.

Cavanaugh was on campus for the State System Council of Chairs meeting.

"I think there's a lot to celebrate at IUP," he said, commenting on the school's record-breaking enrollment and the
completion of the Residential Revival project. Cavanaugh prefaced the open forum by speaking briefly about the
economic situation of the state.

"Everybody hears the same stuff I do," he said. "The economy is not turning around. This was not the summer of
recovery everyone had hoped for."

He also noted the importance of the upcoming gubernatorial election and the impact it will have on PASSHE.

"We're doing everything we can to put our information in front of the candidates."

Cavanaugh took questions from the audience on issues such as funding, pension and moratoriums on low-
enrollment programs.

"We're looking at how many graduates are coming out of the program and how many students have declared this their
major," he said on the issue of moratoriums. "We are not closing departments. We are giving people the opportunity to
say ‘this approach isn't working.'"

He said we must be careful about duplicating programs for the sake of duplicating.

Every campus, he said, has something they're proud of. East Stroudsburg, for example, has a master's in computer
security. There are only two other places in the country that offer an equivalent.

"It's a pride to the whole system."

One audience member questioned the support from the state toward doctoral education. Cavanaugh said that the
state does not differentiate among programs — undergraduate, graduate, doctoral and so on.

He also said he is in favor of doctoral programs at other universities in the system — applied doctorates, not PhDs.
The demand, he said, is higher for applied doctorates, such as healthcare or management. The last question taken
concerned an article published in July in Newsweek that stated that Pennsylvania's colleges were

considering making their language classes online only. Cavanaugh said he didn't know where they got that
information. "They made it up."
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