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Panel to offer insight into public relations
By Megan Guza, Managing Editor, M.S.Guza@iup.edu
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The Public Relations Student Society of America will sponsor an alumni panel discussion from 7 – 9 p.m. Monday in
the HUB Susquehanna Room.

"The event is a panel," said PRSSA President Jessica Brown (senior, journalism), "which means it will be a question-
and-answer session with our panelists on things such as how to transition from college to the workforce and how they
stay current with news and trends in the public relations industry."

Following the formal question-and-answer session, the floor will be opened for questions.

Light refreshments will be served afterward in order to allow students to talk to panelists one on one.

The five panelists, all IUP alumni, include the following: Jeff Krakoff, director of brand marketing practice at Burson-
Marsteller, a Pittsburgh public relations and communication firm; Anna Goth, Communications Assistant for the
American Legacy Foundation in Washington, D.C.; Tim Hayes, president of Tim Hayes Consulting in Pittsburgh; Mark
Richards, vice president of marketing and public relations for Indiana Regional Medical Center; and Elaine Smith of
the IUP Communications Department.

Brown said that the field of public relations and communications are all about networking.

"Anytime someone goes out of their way to meet people in their field, they open up the possibility of having a
connection when it comes time to do a project, apply for an internship or even apply for a job," she said.

PRSSA tried to get a diverse group of panelists, Brown said, in order to give insight into the different aspects of public
relations.

"We really wanted to focus on how students can use their education from IUP to succeed in their careers," she said.

"All of our panelists have been students at this university and have learned the skills we are learning now."

PRSSA is the campus equivalent of the Public Relations Society of America.

Its aim is to give members experience in the field and foster awareness, appreciation and

understanding of all things public relations.
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