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  SAN RAMON – A 
new chairman of the 
board at Standard Oil 
of California will take 
office April 1. 

 Walter J. Lautsch, an 
air force veteran from 
Kansas City, Mo., has 
been elected chairman of 
the board.

   Lautsch graduated from 
Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology with a 

degree in chemical 
engineering in 
1988 and joined the 
company the same 
year. 

  Starting in 1997, 
Lautsch held the 
position of vice 
president of foreign 
affairs and in 
2004 became vice 
chairman of the 
board.

       PASADENA – The 
new senior vice president 
of Tosco took office Jan. 
1.

 Baptiste S. Dupree 
will serve as head of 
the company’s regional 
office for Europe, Africa 
and the Middle East, 
which will move from 
London to Paris.

  The native of France 

joined Tosco in 1994 as 
manager of the Paris and 
London offices and was 
elected vice president in 
2000.

   Dupree received his 
bachelor’s degree in 
engineering from the 
University of Paris 
and his bachelor’s 
in economics from 
Cambridge University.

     RANCHO CORDOVA – Two Union Camp hard-
wood lumber mills have completed 2009 without a 
lost-time accident.

   Redding and Yreka, both belonging to the 
Building Products Division, were the only two 
manufacturing operations out of the 12 in the 
division to achieve a perfect record in 2009.

   The Redding and Yreka mills are overseen by 
superintendents Albert O. Steen and James R. 
Potts, respectively. 

Lautsch to become new 
Standard chairman

Tosco names new VP

 LOS ANGELES – 
Sandoz, based in Basel, 
Switzerland, will 

Yreka! Two 
Union Camp 
mills get A+

acquire the 
Occidental 
Petroleum 
subsidiary 
Zoecon.

T h e 
transaction 
will be 
closed by 
Jan. 1.

 Sandoz is a 
pharmaceutical, colors 
and chemicals, food, 
seed and agrichemical 

c o m p a n y , 
while Zoecon 
is involved in 
the research, 
development 
a n d 
m a r k e t i n g 
of high-
technology 
pest control.

Occidental to be 
acquired by Swiss 

company
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