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PASSHE chancellor speaks at open forum
By Megan Guz a/Editor in Chief

M.S.Guz a@iup.edu
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The chancello r o f the Pennsylvania State System of Higher
Education held an open forum in Gorell Recital Hall Wednesday
morning.

Dr. John Cavanaugh spoke to  faculty, staff and students for an hour,
giving reports and taking questions.

Cavanaugh updated the audience on a number o f things happening
throughout the state system legislature, including budget
pro jections for next year.

"Right now, the picture for the Commonwealth's budget does not
look good," he said.

He said that while in the spring state revenues, tax deductions and
the like were increasing – causing the state to  enter the fiscal year
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Louie  Cola iann i /The Penn
Dr. Jo hn Cavanaug h ad d re sse d  stud e nts and
faculty at We d ne sd ay's o p e n fo rum.

with a surplus – that economic upturn hasn't lasted.

State revenue co llections are down, he said, and many o f the
pro jections he's seen are negative.

In addition to  the decrease in revenue co llection, the state's
contribution to  disaster relief funds has also  played a ro le.

The way disaster relief works, he said, is that the state has to  match
25 percent o f federal relief money that comes to  the state.

"Obviously, that was not budgeted either," Cavanaugh said, "so  all o f the flood relief do llars that Pennsylvania is
go ing to  have to  put on the table to  match whatever FEMA do llars we got was nowhere in the budget."

"Just as we were entering the fiscal year and things were starting to  look better," he said, "things now look much
worse than they did a few months ago."

Cavanaugh also  spoke o f the worries regarding the national economy as well.

"What is clearly the case is that the economic recovery we thought we were seeing in the spring isn't here
anymore."

He said that budget pro jections go ing into  the next funding cycle – fiscal year 2012-2013 – are not as optimistic as
they once looked in May or June.

The PASSHE Board o f Governors has also  voted to  request a 2.1 percent increase in state appropriations.

"We can ask," he said. "You got to  ask."

Cavanaugh said that many things can change between now and when the governor gives his budget address in
February.

"Lots o f things can change," he said. "Hopefully, fo r the better. We hope not fo r much worse."

In addition to  the budget, Cavanaugh also  discussed several bills that have gone through the House Education
Committee. The first was in regard to  faculty and staff engaging in entrepreneurial activity. As things currently stand,
faculty or staff who invent a product or start a service are unable to  ho ld a stake in that product or service while
remaining employed by his or her university.

Universities will also  be able to  purchase the product or service from the faculty or staff member.

Cavanaugh also  discussed the fact that, while IUP is currently the only PASSHE schoo l that o ffers Ph.Ds, o ther state
schoo ls may soon be able to  apply to  o ffer applied doctoral degrees, such as doctor o f psycho logy doctor o f
education degrees.

"IUP would still be the only university in the system to  grant the Ph.D degree," he said.

Several pro fessors in the audience expressed concern, saying that if o ther schoo ls o ffer these applied doctoral
programs, enro llment in those programs at IUP might drop. Cavanaugh stressed that schoo ls will have to  prove
that there is a need for and interest in these programs in the schoo l's area.
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Cavanaugh then took numerous questions from the audience, including one from Christina Santiago, the IUP
graduate student who feels she was bullied by her pro fessor due to  her sexual orientation.

"My question to  you," Santiago said, "is what action would you and your o ffice take to  prevent incidents o f bullying,
harassment, into lerance and hatred from happening?"

Cavanaugh alluded to  his recent anti-bullying statement that was sent to  PASSHE schoo ls, saying that bullying and
harassment will no t be to lerated.

"I'm not go ing to  comment on the specific situation because there's an investigation that's go ing on," he said.

He also  said that he has had the opportunity to  talk to  leaders o f various unions and administrators as to  how they
can do a better job o f informing campuses about bullying, its effects and how schoo ls go about helping those who
are targeted.

"I want to  make sure we're do ing everything we can," he said.
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