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IUP plans future dining overhaul, including Foster
demolition
By Megan Guz a/Editor in Chief
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Future IUP students will see campus dining in a much different way
than it currently stands.

The new dining master plan includes a new all-you-care-to-eat
facility, a retail food court, expansion o f Fo lger and the eventual
demolition o f Foster Dining Hall.

This new dining master plan comes immediately fo llowing the
development o f a university-wide master plan, which includes
construction o f a new Humanities and Social Sciences building and
the future demolishing o f Keith and Leonard halls.

"We realize that our dining facilities are starting to  show some age," said Michael Lemaster, associate dean o f
students - campus living and learning, and director o f housing and residence life. "We're working real hard to
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provide the types o f food service students want, but we also  realized that we're go ing to  have to  do something."

The dining plan is through Envision Strategies and will be tied in with the university-wide master plan.

Envision Strategies visited campus in March and held various focus groups with students, faculty, staff and dining
personnel. The company also  conducted a university-wide survey in an effort to  get a better feel about what
students liked and disliked about the current dining plan.

One question Lemasters said that students were asked concerned how many Foster-like all-you-care-to-eat
facilities they would like to  see.

"It was pretty heavily weighted that students would really like to  have two o f them," he said.

Lemasters said the hope is to  build a new dining hall above Wallwork. The facility would have approximately 450
seats and would be in the same all-you-care-to-eat style as Foster. This building would also  incorporate the
Crimson Events Center and the Oak Room.

In terms o f how similar this new facility would be to  Foster, Lemasters said he hopes that the only that would be the
same is that it is all-you-care-to-eat.

"There is so  much more that you can do with that now," he said. "[Aramark] wants to  be able to  come out and put a
chef out in the middle and have him or her cook right there and have you be able to  watch it.

"The second thing that the feedback that we got," he said, "was, ‘OK, go ahead and build that, but boy I really like
Chik-fil-a' and ‘I really like Quiznos.'"

That taken into  account, the second part o f the new master dining plan invo lves a 300-seat food court in the area
near the back o f Stapleton Library.

"We call these ‘retail outlets,'" Lemasters said, "but literally it would be a food court."

The goal, he said, is to  have five different food outlets housed in this facility. Chik-fil-a could potentially be moved to
this food court, as well as Quiznos.

"It would probably be more like a mall food court," he said.

The third phase o f the pro ject would invo lve adding on to  Fo lger Hall. Lemasters said the print shop and the post
o ffice would remain, but an upper level would be added on, with the ultimate goal being another food court. He also
hopes that the space downstairs near the print shop and post o ffice will also  house retail space.

"That doesn't change the fact that we're not go ing to  do away with the HUB," he said. "This is in addition to  [the
HUB]. We would still have the HUB, we would still have Java City in the library."

In terms o f financing, "ultimately, the users will pay," Lemasters said.

"It's not go ing to  take any state money, it's not go ing to  add to  your tuition, it will be, if you have a meal plan or flex
or even pay cash, a percentage o f what you would be paying would be the bond to  be able to  finance all this."

The pro ject will come in at less than $50 million.
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"The big issue for us is not so  much, ‘can you borrow money and can you build it,' but ‘Can you borrow money and
can you build it and can you pay it o ff and keep the dining rate reasonable enough.'"

He said that in preliminary studies, the latter is possible.

The demolition o f Foster would come after the first three phases o f the plan are complete. The current plan is fo r an
academic building to  be built in Foster's place.

Lemasters also  hopes to  put some type o f food service in the area o f Johnson, Stright and Uhler halls.

"We're so tight fo r space," he said. "It's not like you can go over to  a dean and say, ‘Hey, can we have one o f your
classrooms?'"

Lemasters stressed that this is just a hope right now, and that nothing is set in stone.

"It's unfortunate. There are a lo t o f students over there, there are a lo t o f faculty and staff, and we just can't' find the
location or the way to  get something."

There is also  a hope to  include new food service in the HUB expansion, which is still in the discussion stages.

Another convenience store, much like the Pod in Wallwork, is also  being planned for the fall semester, possibly in
the bottom of Putt Hall.

There are also  about 870 feet set aside in what will be the new humanities building for a food service-type
operation.
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