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IUP, PASSHE react to Corbett budget proposal
By Megan Guz a/Editor in Chief
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Gov. Tom Corbett's proposed 20-percent funding cut to  state schoo ls has brought with it much outcry amongst
students, educators, administrators and Pennsylvanians in general.

Interim President Dr. David Werner said in an interview Friday that 20-percent wasn't really what anyone expected.

Werner said that last fall, with the seeming economic upturn, many were expecting a flat budget – that is, no cuts, no
increases. However, as fall progressed, he said, it was seen that the economic recovery wasn't what it had been
expected. In addition, state revenues were falling short o f pro jections.

"We began to  get the inkling that assuming a flat budget go ing into  next year was probably not go ing to  happen," he
said. "But I wasn't expecting 20 percent. I was thinking maybe five, or something like that.

"The 20-percent level, I think it's fair to  say, caught everybody by surprise."

A 20-percent decrease in funding for IUP, Werner said, would translate into  a loss o f about $10.3 million.

One o f the biggest unknowns at this po int, he said, is what the Pennsylvania State System of Higher Education

How do you feel about  the six-week
winter break in 2012-13?

 I'm happy about it.

 I'm not happy about it.

 I don't care.

 I'm graduating before it happens.

Subscribe  to  the  Ne wsle t te r

 SearchFront  Page News L & S Sports Opinion Contact  Us Classif ieds Finance

Like

 PDFmyURL.com

http://news.collegemedianetwork.com/
http://www.thepenn.org/register?utm_source=internal&utm_medium=networkbar&utm_campaign=emailreg
http://www.thepenn.org/
http://admin2.collegepublisher.com/se/the-penn
http://www.thepenn.org/news
http://www.thepenn.org/news/on-campus-news
http://www.thepenn.org/l-s
http://www.thepenn.org/sports
http://www.thepenn.org/sports/football
http://www.thepenn.org/sports/track-field
http://www.thepenn.org/sports/golf
http://www.thepenn.org/sports/women-s-soccer
http://www.thepenn.org/sports/columns
http://www.thepenn.org/sports/volleyball
http://www.thepenn.org/sports/field-hockey
http://www.thepenn.org/sports/tennis
http://www.thepenn.org/sports/analysis
http://www.thepenn.org/sports/swimming
http://www.thepenn.org/sports/cross-country
http://www.thepenn.org/sports/men-s-basketball
http://www.thepenn.org/sports/women-s-basketball
http://www.thepenn.org/opinion
http://www.thepenn.org/contact-us
http://www.thepenn.org/classifieds
http://www.thepenn.org/finance
http://www.thepenn.org/
http://www.thepenn.org/news
http://www.thepenn.org/news/on-campus-news
http://www.thepenn.org/search?q=Megan Guza/Editor in Chief
http://www.thepenn.org/news/on-campus-news/iup-passhe-react-to-corbett-budget-proposal-1.2779593#
http://www.thepenn.org/news/on-campus-news/iup-passhe-react-to-corbett-budget-proposal-1.2779593#
http://www.thepenn.org/news/on-campus-news/iup-passhe-react-to-corbett-budget-proposal-1.2779593#
http://www.thepenn.org/news/on-campus-news/iup-passhe-react-to-corbett-budget-proposal-1.2779593#
http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01
http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01


One of the biggest unknowns at this po int, he said, is what the Pennsylvania State System of Higher Education
Board o f Governors will decide to  do with tuition should the 20-percent cuts come to  pass.

"If tuition isn't changed at all," Werner said, "we would have to  find a way to  reduce expenditures by about $10
million out o f a to tal o f about $180 million.

"That would be extremely difficult to  do."

Werner said he doesn't know how the university would go about cutting those costs.

"I just can say that it would be very, very difficult to  do," he said. "It would certainly have some very serious
implications for our ability to  deliver services that we currently deliver."

He also  said no one will fully know what there is to  work with budget-wise until around July 1 when the final budget
is passed. Between now and then though, he said, there will be some hints as to  whether the legislature will support
the proposed 20-percent cuts or not. Last year, Gov. Corbett proposed a 50-percent reduction in state funding for
higher education, and the state legislature approved an 18-percent cut.

"We're go ing to  be trying to  get that number shrunk down as much as we can," Werner said. "There will be
conversations at the board o f governors level about tuition, so  it's kind o f a work in progress."

Kenn Marshall, spokesman for the State System, said that there will be conversations with the state legislature at the
House Budget Hearings Feb. 29 in an effort to  make a case for PASSHE's funding. They will also  be presenting the
system's case to  the House Appropriations Committee March 5.

"There will be a lo t o f conversation with those who are invo lved," he said. "That's where we are at this po int."

Marshall also  said that they will be working to  get students invo lved in the process.

"Students are our best and most effective advocates," he said.

Compounding these potential cuts is the governor's request that particular state agencies return a portion o f their
budgets in order to  make up for a $486.8  million shortfall in state revenue. He has asked PASSHE to  return 5
percent, o r approximately $21 million.

The board o f governors has the option to  deny the request, but have yet to  decide one way or another.

"If the board o f governors says, ‘We're go ing to  do that,' we don't have any cho ice," Werner said. "We have to  do it."

Werner said that should that be the case, deferring maintenance pro jects would be key in freeing up that 5 percent. In
addition, operating expenses such as travel and commodities would also  be looked at.

"We would probably end up do ing things like not fixing things," he said. "And the repercussions o f that is that if you
don't fix it now, it costs more for you to  fix it later or o ther things break."

For now, though, waiting for the board o f governors to  decide is all the university can do. Werner pro jected that the
board will have reached a decision by its April board meeting.

"The truth is, there are a lo t o f unknowns," he said.
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