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Indiana area offers haunts of its own
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Who doesn't love a good ghost story, especially at Halloween?
But they're just stories. Right? Those kinds o f things don't happen
here, anyway. Do they?

The site o f what used to  be the town o f Livermore sits along Route
22 between Blairsville and the Conemaugh River. The town,
established in 1827, was plagued by extensive flooding,
culminating with The Great St. Patrick's Day Flood in 1936. The
town ended up under 18 feet o f water, and one resident was killed.

After the flood, the Flood Contro l Acts o f 1936 and 1938 were
established. These authorized the United States Army Corps o f
Engineers to  develop a dam in the area to  contro l flooding. In do ing
so, however, the entire town would end up under water. The town
was razed and the residents relocated. The Livermore Cemetery,
however, was moved just up the hill to  higher ground. Rumor has it
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b y the  Parano rmal So cie ty o f IUP.
however, was moved just up the hill to  higher ground. Rumor has it
that the spirits o f those buried in the cemetery were less than
thrilled about being disturbed, and now they wander restlessly
throughout the cemetery and site o f the former town. Some have also  claimed to  see the reflection o f what used to
be the town buildings in the reflection o f the water that now covers the site.

In Shott's Cemetery in Ford City, there once sat a stone that read, "Reuben, Son o f Daniel and Mary A. Briney Died
June 2, 1863, Aged 17.Y 17.D - As you are now so once was I, As I am now so you will be; Remember me as you
pass by, prepare to  die and fo llow me."

The story goes that Rueben was an angsty, heart-broken teenager who, scorned by his love, rode his white horse to
a tree in the cemetery, made himself a noose, spurred his horse and, well, one can guess what happened next.

Rueben, the story says, succeeded only in taking his physical life – it has been said that his ghost can still be seen
riding a red-eyed white steed through the cemetery. To make the story even creepier, it's said that those who see him
are doomed to  a similarly horrific death. Rueben's headstone no longer stands – it was toppled years ago and
taken away. There is, however, a photo  o f the marker in the 1974 Ford City High School yearbook.

Bushy Run Battlefield, near Harrison City in Westmoreland County, is home to  a 213-acre park that commemorates
the battle that took place there. August 1763 saw Pontiac's War, and Colonel Henry Bouquet was leading 400
troops against Pontiac at Bushy Run in what was to  become the turning po int o f the war. Bouquet's troops
prevailed, and the victory saved Fort Pitt. Fifty troops, however, were lost.

The legend goes that the ghost o f a Scottish Highlander killed in action can still be seen walking the woods near
Edge Hill – right next to  the monument that marks the battle site.

Neighboring Greensburg is also  said to  be a hotbed o f paranormal activity, with Seton Hill University being one o f
the most active spots.

In Brownlee Hall, a residential building, it's said that footsteps can be heard running the halls. Upon investigation,
however, no source can be found, even as the no ise continues. It's also  rumored that the shadow of a  girl who
hanged herself in her dorm room can be seen.

In the campus media center, Maura Hall, it has been said that the spirits o f o ld teaching nuns roam the halls, and a
ghostly priest has been seen crossing the SHU's main parking lo t.

Sister's Cemetery, where the founders o f the university, fo rmer presidents, teaching nuns, and numerous priests
were laid to  rest, is also  reported to  be home to  ghostly activity. A young boy has been seen playing ball, and a
ghostly woman has reportedly stopped traffic looking for a ride. Several sisters have also  been seen wandering
about the yard.

You don't have to  leave campus if you're trying to  find o ther worldly happenings – IUP has some reported spooks
of its own.

Keith Hall is said to  be one o f the most haunted places on campus. Numerous paranormal groups have
investigated, and the Paranormal Society o f IUP has done at least eight investigations and have recording various
electronic vo ice phenomenon recordings.

Sutton Hall is also  at the center o f several stories, one being that if you go out at midnight, you can see a figure
appear at the window of the bell tower. There have also  been reports o f a man in a top hat roaming the halls.
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It’s three days before
Halloween. If your life is
hectic -  if your papers and
essays have to be
measured in pages written
per day, not pages per
week, if every weeknight is
a different obligation, if
free time has become a
joke, and sleep a distant
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appear at the window of the bell tower. There have also  been reports o f a man in a top hat roaming the halls.

Most notable might be the story o f Sarah, a little girl who drowned in a gym poo l that used to  be in what is now
Waller Hall. She has been seen playing in corners and has even reportedly been seen sitting on the house lights.
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