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Borough appoints new student rep to council
By Megan Guz a/Editor in chief

M.S.Guz a@iup.edu
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IUP junior Jessica Tomlinson has been appo inted as student
representative to  the Indiana Borough Council.

The position was suggested to  Tomlinson due to  her position as
the Student Government Association External Chairwoman.

"It's just a way for me to  find out more information to  get IUP to
interact with Indiana," she said. "It was a good opportunity fo r my
job and for the rest o f IUP."

Tomlinson, a bio logy major, hopes to  one day work with the game
commission like her father.

"Working with animals with him when I was little really inspired me,"
she said. "I hope to  go into  the game commission as well. I want to
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do field studies for them.

Tomlinson said that most o f her time outside o f class is spent
working with the SGA or do ing homework.

"Homework is a big time consumer in bio logy," she said. "SGA
and homework is pretty much all that I ever do."

In terms o f inspiration, Tomlinson said she looks up to  her
grandmother the most.

"She went through a lo t and raised six kids," she said, "and still is
the happiest person ever. She never talks about anybody, she's not
a gossip-queen like every o ther girl, and she's just a very strong
woman and you would never know what she went through in her
life."

Tomlinson is originally from Jennerstown – not far from where Flight 93 went down on Sept. 11, 2001.

"The plane flew right over my schoo l," she said.

The middle schoo l, where her bro ther attended, was only about two miles away from the crash sight, she said.

"We all thought it hit the schoo l," she said. "It was crazy."

Tomlinson said that most find it surprising that she is invo lved in organizations like SGA and the borough council.

"Most people don't see me in this position – my interests are like sports and bio logy, and SGA and borough council
are way out o f my element. People are always like, ‘Why are you do ing stuff like that?' but it is a passion o f mine."

As the student representative, Tomlinson attends borough council meetings and gives a report. While she doesn't
have a vote on the council, she does have the job o f informing the rest o f the council o f various happenings
throughout IUP.

Tomlinson hopes to  use her position on the council to  work on the relationship between IUP and the Indiana
community.

"I want IUP to  have a better relationship with Indiana and Indiana with IUP," she said. "Most students and most
people who live in Indiana don't realize that IUP is pretty much everything that makes up Indiana."
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