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Sco tt Palmo , a 19 9 6  so cial sc ie nce s e d ucatio n
g rad , p ub lishe d  a b o o k re co unting  the  sto rie s o f
tho se  e ffe cte d  b y the  to rnad o s that to re  thro ug h
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Alum publishes book on 1980 Pa. tornadoes
By Megan Guz a/Editor in Chief

M.S.Guz a@iup.edu
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Tornados are generally not synonymous with Pennsylvania – it's
the hills.

Scott Palmo knows o therwise, and he wants to  make sure the rest
o f us do too.

Palmo, a 1996 graduate o f IUP, was 7 years o ld when, on June 3,
1980, seven tornados tore through the southwestern part o f the
state, damaging property, injuring scores and nearly leveling an
entire trailer park.

He visited the destroyed trailer park – Edgewood Estates, in Apo llo
– just a few days after the storms. He was amazed at what he saw.

"What I saw left an impression on me," Palmo said. "An oak tree
thrown on top o f a trailer, a trailer on top o f a trailer, and a patch o f
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Pe nnsylvania June  3, 19 8 0 .weeds pushed down flat as a pancake while the weeds next to  it
were left standing."

Fast fo rward to  2004: Palmo, looking for information regarding the 1980 storms, came up with nothing. He tried
again in 2006 and, again, found no literature on the event. It bo thered him all night, he said.

"The next day," he said, "I remember walking to  my classroom door as I stood outside o f my classroom and
fumbled with my keys to  unlock the door, I could feel my conscious tell me that I had to  write a book about the
storm. It was almost like a ‘Field o f Dreams' moment."

Palmo, now a librarian at Sumter High School in South Caro lina,  began research for his book in March 2006. He
spent the next five years conducting interviews, mostly with the residents o f Edgewood Estates.

One story in particular that struck Palmo was that o f Edgewood resident Barbara Crawford.

"She said she looked outside and saw black clouds and lightning," he said. "The next time she looked out, she
couldn't even see the trailer next door."

Crawford and her family huddled on the living room floor. Crawford to ld Palmo that she could feel the splinters from
what used to  be her house hitting her skin.

"She said she felt what she thought was rain in her hair," he said. "Turns out it was the neighbor's septic tank being
thrown over their heads."

Palmo's book, "Twisted Fury," was published in August, and relays the stories o f many o f the people who lived
through the 1980 storm system. It is available from Closson Press at www.clossonpress.com.

"We need to  keep this memory that this can happen in western Pennsylvania," he said. "I want future generations to
realize this can happen. We need to  remember this event."

Palamo calls his decision to  pen the book the best he's made in his academic career.

"I would hate to  see people forget. The people who survived need their stories to  be to ld."
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